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Hello Everyone.  

 Welcome back to the Broadwater Community Connections Newsletter. I started this project with BCDC to 

coordinate all the non-profits in Broadwater  County to assist in their fund raising and project coordination endeavors. 

Iõm hoping this newsletter will be a catalyst for any non-profit, board, or community minded citizen to ask for or offer 

assistance, expertise or funds to benefit other organizations and share their ideas or needs. We all have the same drive and 

hope that we can make a difference for Broadwater County and, over the years, the little things we have done have made 

a huge impact for thousands of citizens. But there is so much more we can do. I have added some motivational quotes 

that I hope will fit the focus of this newsletter. Please share your comments about how this newsletter can grow to meet  

these efforts. BCDCõs email is bcdc@mt.net. My personal email is hahnsupply@mt.net. 

 I would really like to get this newsletter out to more people. Please share this with as many 

people as you can. If anyone isnõt getting this but would like to be included, please send a 

request to either of my emails. 

The next quarterly publication will be in October with special editions and notifications posted if necessary. Iõm open to 

new ideas or if you would like to help with its production and publication, feel free to contact me. 

John HahnñBCDC co-chairman and treasurer 

P.S. If I made any errors, in any of the articles, names and emails or formatting, I apologize in advance.  Community 

organizations submitted and edited their individual submissions. I reserve the right to edit grammatical errors but will 

strive to preserve pertinent content. 

Crow Creek Falls 

mailto:bcdc@mt.net
mailto:hahnsupply@mt.net
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Growing by Leaps and Bounds 

STOKE board members have been working hard, meeting twice a month, 

to innovate and plan for our next events and programs. We have recently 

hired Liz Wishman as Development Coordinator, taking some of the 

workload off the shoulders of our most hardworking board members. 

Liz has hit the ground running and is currently working on grants along 

with participating in board meeting discussions, program student registra-

tions, and assisting in media advertising. New members to the board are 

Scott Gossard, Carl Amundsen, Sheri Toney, and Lenna Parr. Leaving us 

will be Alice Brummer, who just graduated from High School, and Christi-

na Hartmann, who is taking a new school superintendent job in Seely Lake. 

We will miss Alice and Christina greatly. 

We just had our first Skateboarding clinic and it was a huge success. We 

had a limit of ten kids and we were full. With various aged kids and young 

adults. Isaiah from Missoula and Tyler from Helena taught the clinic along 

with a few locals to provide extra assistance and support. It was a beautiful 

day with perfect weather. STOKE board members provided BBQ ham-

burgers and drinks for all participating in the clinic with ages ranging from 

4 years old to twenty. We hope to do this again soon, maybe for an all-girl 

clinic. 

We finally have a finished video, produced and instructed by MAPS Media 

Institute, a nonprofit based in Montana committed to providing profes-

sional media skills for our Montana students and their success has been 

documented all over the state. We will have a link on our website 

stokemt.org, very soon. The video, produced and shot by our own local 

youth, has been a point of great achievement and awe. We are very proud 

of what these kids did, both in producing, directing, script, and actual par-

ticipation in the video. Please check out our website as this will on it very 

soon.  

We hope to participate in MAPS photojournalism clinic and project of 

interviewing and documenting many of our local farmers, ranchers and ag 

community. We are excited to add this to our youth program itinerary. We 

are budgeting between $10,000 and $12,000 for MAPS this year. 

We are already planning a very aggressive robotics schedule with plans for 

a second FIRST Lego League team, additional team members for the 

FIRST Tech Challenge team, and additional LEGO Tech classes for 2024-

2025. More new equipment to augment our other kits and equipment are 

also in the works. We are budgeting close to $10,000 for these additional 

needs in the robotics. 

Teddy Lewis is providing a 12õ boat and trailer to raffle off for more 

STOKE Pottery Guild equipment. Teddy hopes to acquire a pugger for the 

pottery guild. This pugger is used to reclaim used clay to be used again and 

reducing our need to purchase more. A pugger generally costs around 

$4000. Tickets for the boat and trailer can be purchased at Reading Leaves 

for now. The drawing will be after the Rod & Gun Clubõs Walleye Tourna-

ment, around July 20th. There is a limited number of tickets, 200, so ticket 

buyers will have a better chance of winning. Tickets are $20/ ticket or 6 for 

$100. 

Please check out our new and improved website for new and updated pro-

grams. Students can signup for programs and events right on the website 

now, or if you just have an interest, please fill out the interest form so we 

can find out which programs we need to develop for you. 

Submitted by John Hahn 

stokemt.org  (website) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Broadwater Community Theater 
Broadwater Community Theater has been 
busy this Spring. We held a Fun(d) Raiser 
with music by Helena Hand Baskets and a 
St. Patrickõs Day theme fundraiser with lots 
of  fun games and chances to win. BCT is 
always grateful for all the support and con-
tributions to the arts in our county.   
We had Queen City Swing Band down for a dance with over 50 people in 
attendance. For the last dance, we offered dance classes before that was fun 
and instructive and they will be back this summer! What a hit! 
August 9 and 10th will be the annual Summer Youth Theater. Amanda 
Hazlett and Destani Spencer are directing this yearõs presentation: "Fairy 
Tales go to Court" at The Lodge of  Townsend. 
BCT has meetings on the third Tuesday of  each month at 5:00 pm, held at 
The Lodge of  Townsend.  All are welcome to come. Meetings are held to 
an hour. 
Submitted by LaRinda Spencer   
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Slice of Summer 
 
The Rotary Club of Townsendõs 
first 2024 Slice of Summer family fun 
event will be held on Thursday, July 
18 in Heritage Fun Park.   
 
Slice of Summer includes Youth Ac-
tivities that run from 2:00-5:00 pm 
and Family Activities that run from 
5:00-8:00 pm.  Rotary is paying for 
free youth swimming from 1-4 and 
6-8 pm.  Other youth activities will 
include a free bouncy house, face 

painting, and/or tattoos, games, etc.  Family activities include free musical 
entertainment and reasonably priced food and drink.  Food and drinks will 
be served by Rotary, Interact, and the Lions starting mid-afternoon for 
families through 8 pm.  Live music begins at 5 pm and goes to 8 pm.   
 
Live music for the July Slice of Summer will feature Phatt Lipp. Phatt Lipp 
is a three-piece band from Canyon Ferry Montana featuring Dave Ohler on 
guitar and vocals, Dan Corbett on bass and vocals, and Mary Tripp on 
percussion and vocals.  Dave and Dan were the founding members of 
Gramaphatt, a high energy rock and roll dance band that played throughout 
western Montana for 20 years, and Mary performed off and on with the 
band over the years.  Gramaphatt disbanded in 2020 and reincarnated as 
Phatt Lipp in 2022. 
 
Phatt Lipp is an acoustic 
trio featuring the vocals 
of Dave and Mary.  The 
band plays an eclectic 
variety of music from 
bluegrass and country to 
old and new rock in-
cluding original material.  
The band covers artists 
such as Johnny Cash, 
Zac Brown, Alison 
Kraus, Grateful Dead, 
John Prine, Bruce 
Springsteen, and Adele.  Come and enjoy this wonderful free music provid-
ed by Rotary  
 
Slice of Summer started after Broadwater County High School students men-
tioned in interviews for Rotary scholarships that Townsend needed some 
summer fun events for families like the Alive at Five event in Helena.   
 
If you have any displays, events, or activities you would like to show off at 
Slice of Summer please let Rotary know.   
 
Rotary needs some volunteers to help pull off this great family event.  If 
you can help or if you have any questions, please call Patrick Plantenberg at 
431-4615. 
 
About Rotary 
Rotary brings together a global network of volunteer leaders dedicated to 
tackling the worldõs most pressing humanitarian challenges.  Rotary con-
nects 1.2 million members of more than 34,000 Rotary clubs in over 200 
countries and geographical areas.  Their work impacts lives at both the local 
and international levels, from helping families in need in their own commu-
nities to working toward a polio-free world.  For more information, visit 
https://www.townsendrotary.org/ownsendrotary.org or Rotary  

 

 

Circus Exceeds Rotaryõs Expectations! 
 
The Rotary Club of Townsend sponsored the fantastic Culpepper and 
Merriweather Circus on Wednesday, June 26th at the Broadwater County 
Fairgrounds.  Rotaryõs goal this year was to provide free $8 circus tickets 
for all children ages 2-12 years of age in Broadwater County.  Rotary sup-
plied $2,000 and raised another $900 in donations and was able to give 
away over 350 free childrenõs tickets!  Over 150 people attended each of 
the two shows.  

 
Rotary president Jeanine Stone 
was the local ringmaster. Rota-
ryõs District Governor Rick 
Powers and his wife Nikki at-
tended the circus from Anacon-
da.  It was so great to see the 
kids enjoying the circus clown 
and other acts as well as the 
pony rides, bouncy houses, etc.  
And of course, there is always 
highly malnutritous food at 
circuses like cotton candy, snow 
cones, hot dogs, etc.   Circus 
management was very happy 

with the turnout, and they want to come back again in two years.  See you 
at the circus in 2026! 
 
Thank you for your support!  Rotary-itõs about helping our kids!    

Submitted by Pat Plantenberg 

п 

https://www.townsendrotary.org/ownsendrotary.org
http://www.rotary.org/
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Broadwater Food Pantry 

The Broadwater Food Pantry is temporarily being housed two doors down 
from its original location due to water damage. The address is 321 Broad-
way, Suite B (where 
J Rock Jewelry was 
previously located).  
 
Monetary donations 
would be appreciat-
ed at this time to 
help with restora-
tions. 
Hours of Operation 
remain the same: 
1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturdays for distribution of food to clients and to receive 
donations 9:00-10:45am  
Fridays (before the open Saturdays) to accept donations from 9:30 to 11:00 
am  
 
The Food Pantry has increased its food donations to clients. We also have 
hygiene and toiletry supplies. Vouchers for diapers are available as well. 
Vouchers can be redeemed at Bobõs Supermarket only on the date of issue. 
     
 
The Broadwater Food Pantry is an all-volunteer organization which pro-

vides supplemental food assistance to residents of Broadwater County. The 

volunteers are from the local churches and community. The Food Pantry 

relies on local donations for food and operating funds. It is able to operate 

without regulation by State and Federal Food Bank Networks. No personal 

information leaves the food pantry.   

Distribution outside of the normal hours is for emergencies and on an 
individual basis. Emergency food needs can be distributed by contacting 
one of the board members listed below. 

Temporary Location: 321 Broadway, Suite B, Townsend 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1164, Townsend, MT 59644 
 
Contact Information: Karoline Nelson, Operations Manager 438-3981 

and Daryl Blumhagen, Board President 980-0800 

Submitted By Anne Inghram 

 

 

2024 Broadwater County Fair and Rodeo 

We are so excited to be showing off our ôCowboy Boots and Country 

Rootsõ with the 2024 Broadwater County Fair and Rodeo, July 31st-

August 4th, 2024.    

We will be kicking off our fair and 

rodeo week with a FREE concert! 

Bring your chairs or blankets and 

come watch Bluebelly Junction in the 

vendor area on Thursday August 1st 

at 7:30pm. Because of our wonderful 

community and sponsors, this con-

cert is free for everyone!  

New for this year, we are sponsoring a boot decorating contest! You can 

have fun and show off your country roots by decorating a boot! Bring your 

boot (single boot only- no pairs) to the 4-H Building on Wednesday, July 

31st between 10-Noon. Boots will be judged Wednesday afternoon and 

then on display throughout the exhibit building the rest of the week! There 

will be prizes!  

This yearõs entertainment list should not disap-

point!  We have JRock Jewelry at the grounds on 

Thursday, August 1st from 3-6pm offering a 

chance to make your own jewelry. The schedule 

for Friday August 2nd is full, starting at 10am-

1pm with a pottery and 

ceramics demo by 

STOKE, 3-4:30pm music 

by Jasper Eshelman and 

at 5:00pm the stick horse rodeo. Saturday August 

3rd starts early with a Paint Party with Julie Faris 

from 9:30am-Noon, a Pie eating contest from 11:30

-1:30, music by Travis Ragen from 2-4pm and to 

close out the night we will have the Family Dance with music by DJ Ty 

Steele from 9-midnight.  

Free activities for the kids on Saturday 

include a 56õ Obstacle Course inflatable 

from 2pm-5pm and the Girl Scout STEM 

van from 11-6. Donõt miss out on watch-

ing the 4-H animal 

shows while you 

are at the grounds. 

Stroll through the livestock barn and check out 

what Broadwater County 4-Hõers have been work-

ing on throughout the year. Also, donõt miss taking 

a stroll through the 4-H Exhibit building to check 

out the 4-H and Open Class exhibits. We will have 

lots of food and commercial vendors on site also. 

Entry to the Fair activities are free. Visit the fair on 

your way into watching some exciting rodeo action! 

For questions or concerns please contact Jessica 

Erickson, Fair Manager at 406.266.9242 or email 

fair@co.broadwater.mt.us.   

 

mailto:fair@co.broadwater.mt.us
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Backyards of Broadwater 

Tickets are now on sale for Backyards of Broadwater!  The date is Saturday, 
July 27th from 9:00-2:00.  Tickets are $5.00 per person with kids 12 and 
under FREE.  Tickets are on sale at the Extension Office, Goosebay Glass, 
Townsend Hardware, Chadwickõs Nursery and Birds & Beasleys.  When 
you purchase your tickets, you will receive a map, garden descriptions and 
details for the tour.  Then you can simply enjoy the tour at your own pace! 

This yearõs tour features gardens in 
Townsend and along Hwy 12 on the 
backside of the lake.  There are six 
gardens, highlighting the following 
people:  Don & Ginny Schauber, 
Brenda Banks & Mike Philpott, Zach 
& Lacey Jepson, Donna & Steve 
Haynes, Shannon & Tony Woodward 
and Teri & Jim Gunderson.  There is 
something for everyone on the 
tour.  You will have the opportunity 
to see a variety of different gardening 
styles including vertical gardening and 
greenhouses.  Youõll see gardens with 
a vast amount of history and visit with people who have a passion for 
growing their own food.  Youõll visit gardeners with a variety of different 
goals including developing habitat for birds and wildlife, preserving food, 
soil health, commercial growing and cultivating pollinator habitat.  Youõll 
hear about the transformation and journey these yards went through over 
the years and trials and tribulations along the way. 

New features on the tour this year include presentations by Patrick Planten-
berg, Townsend Tree Board Chairman, on planting and caring for young 
trees, free educational resources and Backyards of Broadwater souvenir 
bags.  The canvas bags are available for purchase on several locations on 
the tour for $20 each. 

Thank you to our sponsors: Broadwater Blooms, C Hanging C Mercantile 
and Creamery, Haynes Ranch, Infinite Hope Counseling, Lane Construc-
tion, Most Wanted Reality (Jenni Fellenz), Sod Works Turf Farm, and 
Broadwater County Master Gardeners.  Also, thank you to the committee 
members Becky Flynn, Teresa Artz, Debbie Flynn and Donna Haynes.  We 
couldnõt do it without you!  For more information, follow òBackyards of 
Broadwateró on Facebook or visit www.msuextension.org/broadwater/.    
Hope to see you on the Backyards of Broadwater! 

Submitted by Allison Kosto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big Sky, Big Leadership, Broadwater County 

A forth session of Big Sky, Big Leadership in Broadwater County is set to 
launch this fall!  This is a statewide community leadership initiative devel-
oped by MSU Extension and offered at the county level.  It seeks to ad-
dress the need for leaders in rural communities and help participants devel-
op skills, increase understanding of local community dynamics and improve 
awareness of local issues. 

Through the program, participants will: 

LEARN ð Broaden understanding of issues and opportunity in Broad-
water County. 

ENGAGE ð Experience our community through fun, interactive 
sessions. 

DEVELOP ð Challenge yourself as an individual to enhance your 
leadership skills. 

CONNECT ð Establish relationships with a diverse group of people. 

ACT ð Develop a personal commitment to become involved in the 
community. 

 

 

 

 

The program consists of monthly daylong session 
from September to May.  Each session includes leadership skill develop-
ment and a community experience.  Leadership topics include communica-
tion, conflict management, personality styles, group formation, generational 
differences, leadership styles and effective meetings.  The purpose of the 
community experience is to increase awareness and understanding of local 
community resources and issues.  Each session features an on-site visit, 
guest speaker or panel to present critical information on a topic.  Proposed 
experiences include tourism, natural resources, agriculture, manufacturing, 
local government, education and mining.  Another unique feature of this 
program is, over the course of the program, the group meets throughout 
the county including Wheatland, Toston, Radersburg and Winston.   

Submitted by Allison Kosto 
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