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Hello Everyone. I hope everyone had a great start to 2022.  

 Welcome back to the Broadwater Community Connections Newsletter. I started this project with BCDC to 

coordinate all the non-profits in Broadwater  County to assist in their fund raising and project coordination endeavors. 

I’m hoping this newsletter will be a catalyst for any non-profit, board, or community minded citizen to ask for or offer 

assistance, expertise or funds to benefit other organizations and share their ideas or needs. We all have the same drive and 

hope that we can make a difference for Broadwater County and, over the years, the little things we have done have made 

a huge impact for thousands of citizens. But there is so much more we can do. Please share your comments about how 

this newsletter can grow to meet  these efforts. BCDC’s email is bcdc@mt.net. My personal email is hahnsupply@mt.net. 

 I would really like to get this newsletter out to more people. Please share this with as many 

people as you can. If anyone isn’t getting this but would like to be included, please send a 

request to either of my emails. 

The next quarterly publication will be in October with special editions and notifications published when necessary. I’m 

open to new ideas or if you would like to help with its production and publication, feel free to contact me. 

John Hahn—BCDC co-chairman and treasurer 

P.S. If I made any errors, in any of the articles, names and emails or formatting, I apologize in advance.  Community 

organizations submitted and edited their individual submissions. I reserve the right to edit grammatical errors but will 

strive to preserve pertinent content. 

Crow Creek Falls 

mailto:bcdc@mt.net
mailto:hahnsupply@mt.net
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 2022  Broadwater Rodeo and Fair 

The 2022 Rodeo and Fair will be in full swing starting Wednes-
day August 3 – Sunday August 7th.  

Wednesday night the Broadwater County Fair Board will 
provide a concert featuring El Wencho. Concert be-
gins as 7pm in the Townsend Fairgrounds rodeo area. 
For concert information, please call 406-266-9242. 

Thursday night will be our Broadwater County Youth Ro-
deo starting at 6pm. We are also excited to have trick 
rider Audrey Snellman from Helena back again this 
year. Audrey will be entertaining the crowd with dar-
ing tricks from her horse.  

Friday and Saturday will feature our NRA rodeo starting at 
7pm. Wear purple on Friday night in support of our 
Man Up Crusade. Pink will be the featured color on 
Saturday night in support of Tough Enough to Wear 
Pink of Montana.   

Sunday will wrap up our rodeo and fair with the Locals 
rodeo starting at 2pm.  

For more information regarding Rodeo and Fair activities, please visit 
our website www.townsendfairgrounds.com. 

If you are interested in helping with the rodeo, please email us at broadwa-
terrodeo@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Broadwater County Fair Updates and Schedule 

Fair Entry is open! Fair Books are available at the Fair Office (416 Broad-
way, Townsend) or can be downloaded from our website 
(www.townsendfairgrounds.com).  There are so many different options on 
what you can enter into our county fair. We have home arts, photography, 
literature, painting, artwork, home crafts, culinary arts, horticulture, agron-
omy and livestock departments with many different divisions and classes 
under each department. Instructions for entering the fair are in the Fair 
Book. Registration is open now and closes July 6th, 2022. No late entries 
are accepted.  
There will be lots of free entertainment at the Fairgrounds during Fair 

week (August 3rd-7th). 4-H shows and the livestock sale, the climbing wall, 

STEM activities, inflatable obstacle course and twister game, stick horse 

rodeo, and much more! Saturday August 6th come and listen to the Cow-

boy Entertainer from 12-1:30 and the Eliel Family Band from 2-3:30 under 

the entertainment tent. Enjoy some yummy food from our vendors and 

browse the Commercial building vendors while you’re at it. Commercial 

vendor spots are still available!  

Thanks to the help of our many local sponsors, we are bringing back El 

Wencho again this year to help us kick off Fair week! The concert is sched-

uled for Wednesday, August 3rd at 7pm in the rodeo arena. Pre-sale tickets 

are available at the Fair Office June 15th-July 22nd for $6 each (cash or 

check only). Tickets at the gate will be $8. Come out and enjoy a fun night 

of music! 

 

 

 

 

Rotary’s Slice of Summer July 21! 

The Rotary Club of Townsend’s Slice of Summer family fun event will be 
held on Thursday, July 21 in Heritage Fun Park.   
 
Slice of Summer includes Youth Activities that run from 2:00-5:00 pm and 
Family Activities that run from 5:00-8:00 pm.  Rotary is paying for free 
youth swimming from 1-4 and 6-8 pm.  Other youth activities will include 
a free bouncy room, face painting, or tattoos, games, etc.  Family activities 
include free musical entertainment and reasonably priced food and drink.  
Food and drinks will be served starting mid-afternoon for families through 
8 pm.  Music begins at 5 pm and goes to 8 pm.   
 
The band on July 21 will be 2nd Wind featuring Gary Frigo (guitar) & Joel 
Selzer (harmonica) performing Acoustic Americana & Contemporary Mu-
sic and Electric Rock & Roll Dance Music throughout the decades.  Ashley 
Chante Stevens with her amazing vocals will be singing for you. 
 
Slice of Summer started after Broadwater County High School students men-
tioned in interviews for Rotary scholarships that Townsend needed some 
fun event for families like the Alive at Five event in Helena.   
 
If you have any displays, events, or activities you would like to show off at 
Slice of Summer please let Rotary know.   
 
Rotary needs some volunteers to help pull off this great family event.  If 
you can help or if you have any questions, please call Slice of Summer coordi-
nator Patrick Plantenberg at 431-4615. 
 
About Rotary 
Rotary brings together a global network of volunteer leaders dedicated to 
tackling the world’s most pressing humanitarian challenges.  Rotary con-
nects 1.2 million members of more than 34,000 Rotary clubs in over 200 
countries and geographical areas.  Their work impacts lives at both the 
local and international levels, from helping families in need in their own 
communities to working toward a polio-free world.  For more information, 
visit https://www.townsendrotary.org/ownsendrotary.org or Rotary  
 

Rotary Thanks Broadwater County 

The Rotary Club of Townsend sponsored the Culpepper and Merriweather 

Circus June 21 at the Fairgrounds.  Rotary’s goal was to sell enough tickets 

that 330 children in Broadwater County from 2-12 years of age could at-

tend free of charge.  With the help of generous Broadwater County resi-

dents, over 300 tickets were sold and passed out to Broadwater County 

children!  A total of 850 tickets were sold in all for the two shows.  Thank 

you, Broadwater County!  It’s all about the kids!  We just don’t have 

enough children’s activities in Broadwater County.  

 

If you think you are too small to make a difference, you’ve never 

been in bed with a mosquito! 

http://www.townsendfairgrounds.com
mailto:broadwaterrodeo@gmail.com
mailto:broadwaterrodeo@gmail.com
http://www.townsendfairgrounds.com
https://www.townsendrotary.org/ownsendrotary.org
http://www.rotary.org/
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Sharp Shinned Skatepark 

The New Skatepark in Holloway Park in Townsend 

I’m sure many of you have witnessed the construction and completion of 

the new skatepark in Townsend. I have reported on the progress of it many 

times and it is now a reality. 4500 square feet of beautifully sculpted con-

crete laid down by the artisans of the Evergreen Skateparks construction 

company. Unfortunately, I didn’t get a group picture of the crew but Cathe-

rine sent me the roster. First foreman on the job - Ben Hlavacek, second 

foremen - Lance Spiker and Jordan Williams, the rest of the crew - Nicky 

Gaynor, Stephen Krochta, Brian Sizer, Tim Miller, Billy Coulon, Ryan Ma-

jors, Jack Muzzey. Billy is the owner and skatepark designer aficionado. 

Catherine Coulon, Billy’s wife, is the take care of everything from the office 

gal and boy is she good at it. All were great to work with and did their job 

with integrity and a smile. They love what they do and it showed. They 

were also the first ones to try it out, making sure it skates great as shown in 

the drone picture below. 

 As soon as the last of the skatepark crew left (headed to Deer Lodge to 

build a 10,000 sqft skatepark) and the legal signage was up, there were kids 

and others maneuvering through the bowls, over the jumps and traversing 

the humps, all with skateboards, scooters, bikes, roller skates and other 

contraptions I don’t know the name for but just having a great time. All the 

feedback I’ve heard is that it’s super fun.  

There is still some to do, replacing the irrigation system, laying sod, and 

installing a permanent skatepark sign but the majority of work is done.  

The Parks and Rec board has received approval from the City Council to 

build a 24’ x 27’ pavilion in the Northwest corner of Holloway Park, just 

north of the skatepark. They have also been approved for funding from the 

Broadwater County Trust Board (BCTB) and will begin construction on it 

sometime this summer or fall. Picnic tables are also included in the budget 

for the pavilion. These are three nice additions for the park, including the 

vaulted toilet which was also funded by the Parks and Rec and BCTB.  

STOKE is planning on a big celebration to officially open the skatepark on 

August 13th. We are waiting till August as Jeff Ament, who contributed 

$50,000 to the skatepark, is on a European tour with his band “Pearl Jam” 

till the end of July. Jeff is anxious to come and share our celebration of the 

opening. Other officials will be here I’m sure such as Chris Bacon with the 

Montana Skatepark Association, another $50,000 contributor. Carla 

Amundson will be donating funds to the skatepark as she and her group of 

kids started working on this over 20 years ago. She has kept these funds all 

these years in anticipation of this event. She is one happy camper. 

Other people and organizations who have helped or supported this project 

– STOKE,  the main promoter of this skatepark; The City Council and 

Mayor Mike Evans who have worked with STOKE to approve this in their 

park; the Broadwater County Trust Board and the county commissioners 

for their support and $60,000 worth of funding;  the residents for their 

patience during construction; Tim Rauser, City Foreman, and crew Lee 

Lewis, Eric Crush, and Paul Rauser who have been extremely helpful all the 

way through the process; Watson Irrigation, donated drainage pipe: Al 

Bodle, geotextile fabric for use in the drainage system; Rick Anderson, 

Lone Mountain Transport, for supplying an enormous amount of lime rock 

gravel; Hahn Ranch, donating extra topsoil and installing the drainage area; 

Capital Concrete for supplying the shock-crete and providing a 15% dis-

count for the project; Aaron Christensen and Tri Rivers Construction for 

donating scrap lumber for concrete forms; George Jenkins for attempting a 

skatepark sign; Clint Watson who wanted to help with our sign but ran out 

of time at the school; Montana Hydraulics who will be making the laser cut 

sign; Pat Plantenberg and his crew, moving small trees in the way of the 

skatepark and helping with landscaping; Sodworks who will be providing 

sod; Adam Six and the Parks and Rec board for advice and amenities; many 

excited and anxious kids who helped along the way such as Will Lynde and 

Bastien Grandy; Bridger Nunn for coming up with the winning name for 

the skatepark and all the kids who participated in the name contest. I hope 

I didn’t leave out anyone and I’m sure there will be many more before we 

are all said and done. A special thanks to all the kids and young adults who 

have been patiently waiting until this project came to fruition.                  

This Skatepark is for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BCDC  -  Grant Writing 

There is a genuine need for grant writers in Broadwater County. Several 

years ago, BCDC sponsored aspiring grant writers to attend such schools. 

We are now arranging a couple of workshops scheduled for this fall and  

already have approximately twenty interested people to attend these work-

shops. If you are interested, contact Allison at the MSU Extension office at 

406-266-9242 to get on the list or for more details. At this time, cost looks 

to be minimal.  
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STOKE’s After School Art-Pottery Program 

The summer program has completed 2 of the 3 groups of students partici-

pating in the summer school pottery program with forty students complet-

ing 12 hours of education focused on hands on clay building. (Ball clay, 

Coil clay), and basic understanding of clay and sculpture. The break out 

group invites students to build a sculpture, without verbal or non-verbal 

communication while being aware of their thoughts and feelings through-

out the session. Finally the students are encouraged to express their 

thoughts and feelings with the group. This process helps students to en-

hance mindfulness, and emotional awareness in a safe environment to 

share verbally the experience. This is an example of becoming self and 

socially aware, build healthy relationship skills, and self-management-

(emotional regulation/awareness/expression). The Art Process is a clear 

example of self-expression and each artist is given the opportunity to define 

their expression/creative work. During this process we have used 350#s of 

clay. One high-school student has volunteered from our after school program to teach 

basic techniques learned in the STOKE After School program. This is evidence of self-

actualization, building relationships and healthy community involvement.  Using one 

kiln, I have loaded and bisque fired two batches. I will end up firing anoth-

er three or four batches. By the eleventh of July, all pottery will be bisque 

fired and artists from all three groups will glaze their artwork. All of the 

artists will be given a cup to glaze as some of the artwork will not make it 

through the whole firing process. This will give the artists an opportunity to 

work with the glazes on the eleventh and practice their skills learned in the 

program.  

We have investigated at least three locations for a Studio for the ceramics 

but none have worked out. The cost to buy is over our budget for now. 

Teddy has ordered equipment for the program from Archie Bray that could 

take months to arrive due to shipping issues. We have a space for the 

equipment when it arrives but we do not have a space for the program. The 

temporary location is at 122 N. Walnut. (Red Schoolhouse owned by Ted-

dy and Theresa Lewis.) We may move some of the program back t the 

school art room when school resumes in the fall. We will see how the tem-

porary location works out.  

Submitted by Teddy Lewis 

 

STOKE’s Fly Tying Program 

STOKE is initiating a fly tying program as part of our Outdoors Program. 

Participants will be learning to tie all the popular flies local fishermen are 

using. Time and schedule have not been determined as of yet but will be 

starting very soon. Rocky Mountain Supply has agreed to sell the flies at 

their new location when ever we have enough to provide a good variety 

and quantity. 
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Backpacks for the Homeless 2022 

This year’s Point in Time Survey, conducted in late January, indicates there 
are 143 unsheltered neighbors currently residing in Helena. We see them 
daily and many of us ask, “What can we do?” At the United Way of Lewis 
& Clark Area we are devoting a significant amount of our time into collab-
orating, so we can answer this critical question. There are many complicat-
ed, upstream factors contributing to this local challenge. Issues like the 
affordable housing crisis, shortage of mental health and addiction counse-
lors, and an economy that favors those with means and people who are 
housed. These are not small matters, but at the United Way, we are con-
vening community leaders to address these matters because we believe the 
answers to Helena’s challenges lie right here, within our community. In 
Montana we take care of our neighbors! 

One effort we are sponsoring this summer on behalf of our unsheltered 
neighbors, is a donation ask from the community… “Backpacks for the 
Homeless”.  People can donate backpacks, funds, or specific items to fill 
the backpacks. We will accept donations through the end of August in 
hopes of distributing backpacks in the fall through our nonprofit partners. 
You can go to the United Way website to see the list of items we are col-
lecting. www.unitedwaylca.org   

To quote one of our unsheltered neighbors, “I am always amazed at how gener-
ous people are in Helena, I grew up here, and when I lost my home, I didn’t want to 
leave, because I know people here will help people like me.” 

Drop off donations at the United Way - 75 East Lyndale  (the blue building 
with the mural of faces) or you can contribute online at: 
www.unitedwaylca.org  For additional information or to join the team 
working toward a sustainable solution email:  info@unitedwaylca.org 

Thank you for being good neighbors!   Your friends at the United Way of Lewis 
& Clark Area. 

 
STATISTICS 

Helena - HUD Point in Time Survey Results for the last 5 Years * 
Covid years 

2018 – 93 

2019 – 119 

2020 – 139* 

2021 – 167* 

2022 – 143  

This is 50% increase in 5 years. 

Total Homeless in Montana in 2022:  1,585  
 
* Editor’s Note: 
This is a program for Lewis & Clark County but I thought it might spark some more 
awareness in Broadwater County. Please note that BCDC is still researching the  issue 
of the homeless here. There is hope that BCDC, the county commissioners and Family 
Promise of Greater Helena will soon be working closely together. Renee Bauer, its direc-
tor, is currently working on a large grant to be used only in Broadwater county to be used 
for this problem. Family Promise hopes to prevent families from falling into this problem 
and diverting  them away from  homelessness. Family Promise is just that, a promise to  
provide sensible and consensual escape from homelessness. I will keep you informed..  
 

Percentage wise, there are more homeless in Townsend that in Helena. 
 
Homelessness is not a choice, but rather a journey that many find them-
selves in. – Asa Don Brown  
 
Don’t try to drive the homeless into places we find suitable. Help them 
survive in places they find suitable. – Daniel Quinn  
 

http://www.unitedwaylca.org/
http://www.unitedwaylca.org/
mailto:info@unitedwaylca.org
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Backyards of Broadwater 

Tickets are on sale NOW!  Back-
yards of Broadwater is taking 
place on Saturday, July 30th from 
9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Backyards of 
Broadwater is a self-guided yard 
and garden tour organized by the 
Broadwater County Master Gar-
deners and MSU Extension in 
Broadwater County.  It highlights 
community members with unique 
and innovative landscapes and 
provides an opportunity for gar-
deners to network and share ide-
as.  This year’s tour features yards 
and gardens east of Townsend.  There are six gardens, highlighting the 
following people:  John & Joni Carlton, Josh & Zoe Obert, Paul & Lisa 
Orth, Nick & Chelsea Rauser, Don & Ginny Schauber and Chase & 
Brittney Willis.   

Tickets are on sale at the Broadwater County Extension Office, Townsend 
Hardware, Goose Bay Glass and Chadwick’s Nursery.  They are $5 per 
person with kids 12 and under free.  When you purchase your tickets, you 
will receive a map, garden descriptions and details for the tour.  Then you 
simply enjoy the tour at your own pace!   

Thank you to our sponsors: Broadwater Blooms, Full Belli Deli, Geisser 
Services, Infinite Hope Counseling, Lane Construction, Most Wanted Real-
ity and Townsend Hardware.  Also, thank you to the committee co-chairs 
Becky Flynn and Samantha Ferrat, along with members Teresa Artz, Kathy 
Madan and Marilyn Lane.  We couldn’t do it without you!  For more infor-
mation, follow “Backyards of Broadwater” on Facebook or visit 
www.msuextension.org/broadwater/.   

 

Big Sky, Big Leadership, Broadwater County 

A second session of Big Sky, Big Leadership 
in Broadwater County has been announced!  
This is a statewide community leadership 
initiative developed by MSU Extension and 
offered at the county level.  It seeks to address 
the need for leaders in rural communities and 
help participants develop skills, increase un-
derstanding of local community dynamics and 
improve awareness of local issues. 

Through the program, participants will: 

LEARN – Broaden understanding of issues and opportunity in 
Broadwater County. 

ENGAGE – Experience our community through fun, interactive 
sessions. 

DEVELOP – Challenge yourself as an individual to enhance your 
leadership skills. 

CONNECT – Establish relationships with a diverse group of people. 

ACT – Develop a personal commitment to become involved in the 
community. 

The program consists of monthly daylong sessions from September to 
May.  Each session includes leadership skill development and a community 
experience.  Leadership topics include communication, conflict manage-
ment, personality styles, group formation, generational differences, leader-
ship styles and effective meetings.  The purpose of the community experi-
ence is to increase awareness and understanding of local community re-
sources and issues.  Each session features an on-site visit, guest speaker or 
panel to present critical information on a topic.  Proposed experiences 

include tourism, natural resources, agriculture, manufacturing, local govern-
ment, education and mining.  Another unique feature of this program is, 
over the course of the program, the group meets throughout the county 
including Wheatland, Toston, Radersburg and Winston. 

The cost of the program is $150 which includes program materials and 
lunch at every session. Scholarships are available. Contact alli-
son.kosto@montana.edu or 406-266-9242 for an application packet or 
more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Townsend’s Farmers’ Market 
 

Did You Know: 

Townsend’s Farmers’ Market has been operating for twelve years and Chris 

and Don Hettinger have been there for every one of their weekly sessions 

in those TWELVE years. They would like a less hectic schedule and are 

asking for some help or even part time help to do some of the coordination 

and oversight work. If you have an interest in this, please talk with them.  

You will find them at the market 3:00 to 6:00 PM on Thursday just north 

of the Copy Cup. Chris and Don would love to visit with you, in between 

customers. 

 

Did You Know: 

There is still room for several more vendors and it only costs $5/day, a 

real bargain compared to many of the other markets, to park and sell 

your wares. Just make sure you contact Chris ahead of time so she can 

make sure what you are selling is allowable. Don’t worry, Chris is a sweet-

heart but you still have to abide by the procedures.  

 

Did You Know: 

If you grow it, make it or bake it here in Broadwater County, you can sell it 

at the Farmers’ Market, a few restrictions apply. (You could probably guess 

what!) It’s not just garden produce but bread, cookies, pies, baked goods, 

jams and jellies, soap, eggs, milk, clothing, even fancy, great eating mush-

rooms. Who would have thunk it??  The fresh produce items such as 

greens, onions, strawberries etc are now coming in.  Each week more will 

show up as the gardens mature.   

 

Did You Know: 

The market is handicap accessible! If you are in your car, you don’t even 

have to get out. Just drive close and the vendors will come take your order, 

prepare it, and bring it back to you, all from the comforts of your vehicle. 

Do you know of other farmers’ markets where you can do that? 

 

So, take a couple minutes out of your busy day to buy some delicious home 

grown food and other wares. Or if you feel the urge to visit all the friends 

you haven’t seen for a while, COME ON DOWN.   3:00 – 6:00 pm from 

now until the 29th of September, every Thursday, north of the Copy Cup 

on Front Street right here in Townsend. 
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Domestic violence and sexual assault are crimes that impact a significant 
number of people in the tri-county area. One in four and one in seven men 
have been victims of severe physical violence by an intimate partner in their 
lifetime, and nearly one in five women and one in 71 men in the U.S. have 
been raped at some time in their lives. Our community is not immune, but 
these victims don’t have to navigate their experience on their own. 

The mission of The Friendship Center is to be a safe haven for those af-
fected by domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking and to empower 
our community to flourish in relationships free from violence. The Friend-
ship Center is the only organization in the tri-county area serving those 
affected by these crimes through shelter, education, and advocacy. 

The Friendship Center has served our community for 50 years. Showing up 
in the middle of the night to the hospital. Accompanying survivors of abuse 
and assault to court hearings. Listening to the heartbreaking stories that 
bring each person to our doorstep. We provide 24/7 crisis counseling, safe 
shelter, law enforcement and hospital responses, legal advocacy, safety 
planning, and other resources like transportation.  

The Friendship Center provides all of our services free of charge. Financial 
abuse and/or poverty is a significant factor for nearly all of the clients we 
serve. Survivors often struggle to access housing as they seek to escape 
abusive situations. When survivors seek refuge at our shelter, they are em-
powered to put the pieces of their lives back together. By supporting them 
in meeting their most basic needs, residents can turn their sights on long-
term goals and focus their energy on saving for a future free from violence. 

It’s remarkable what people can accomplish when they are given a sense of 
safety. For example, Sarah* moved into our shelter after fleeing an abusive 
relationship in a nearby town, looking for a safe place to get back on her 
feet. Once moved in, Sarah connected with numerous community re-
sources including: healthcare for her and her son; a therapist; civil legal 
services; childcare; professional training; and funding to continue her edu-
cation. Sarah also began college. After her first day of classes, she told a 
staff member, “I forgot who I was for a long time. Now, I am starting to 
remember.” She said she felt proud of herself and believes she is working 
hard and finally moving forward.  

The Friendship Center's shelter includes five rooms for emergency housing, 
in which victims can stay for up to 90 days. We also have eight rooms in 
our Healthy Transitions program that provides longer term housing to 
residents until they are able to find stable, long-term housing on their own. 
Some choose to save for future housing as well as to get a financial foot-
hold, pay off debt, address medical and dental issues, and pursue education-
al opportunities. While safe shelter remains a core service, we serve many 
more clients through our non-residential programs, as outlined in the ser-
vices mentioned above. 

Although statistics cannot tell the whole story, in 2021, TFC received 1,390 

calls to our crisis line from 598 known individuals who were seeking help 
related to domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking, and we provided 
1,150 hours of crisis intervention, crisis line counseling or in-person crisis 
counseling provided to 615 known individuals. In all, we provided 6,934 
total services to 635 known individuals in 2021 including 1,093 incidences 
of legal advocacy, 666 safety planning services, and 5,731 nights of safe 
shelter to a total of 130 adults and 27 children. 

While our shelter is for women and their children, we also help men who 
are victims of domestic violence and sexual assault by helping them to find 
safe housing or putting them in hotels. The Friendship Center has a long 
history of serving our community and adapting to the needs with which we 
are faced. When The Friendship Center was founded in 1971, it served as a 
homeless shelter and safe haven for women experiencing domestic vio-
lence. After the Violence Against Women Act passed in 1994, we expanded 
our mission to serve women who were victims of sexual assault. Since then, 
we have recognized that violence does not discriminate, and The Friend-
ship Center has grown its mission to serve all victims of these crimes, re-
gardless race, gender or gender identity, age, economic status or disability. 
Our comprehensive support is also offered to families and household 
members and those collaterally affected by the victimization.  

*name changed to protect client confidentiality 

RMDC Head Start Program 
 
Did you know Townsend has a Head Start program? At Head Start we are 
more than just a classroom for children. We support the entire family. Par-
ents are their child’s first and most important teacher. Rocky Head Start has 
Family Advocates that partner with each child’s family to build a founda-
tion for school readiness, coordinating with education staff and community 
partners. Head Start Family Advocates meet with every Head Start family. 
Visits may occur in a family’s home, in the child’s classroom, or other com-
munity settings. During these visits, they work alongside families as they 
identify strengths and set goals. Families typically set goals relating to hous-
ing, health, education, parenting, and financial stability. Family Advocate 
home visits begin at the start of the school year. 
 
Head Start is a comprehensive early childhood development program that 
serves low-income children age’s three to five and their families. Head Start 
focuses on physical and oral health, positive social/emotional development, 
healthy nutrition, and access to a stable, nurturing, and encouraging envi-
ronment and the roles they play in preparing children for success in school 
and life. Head Start also focuses on supporting families to identify their 
strengths, work toward their goals, and recognize and build on their efforts 
to be their child’s first and most important teacher. Head Start uses two 
specific curricula: Creative Curriculum® for Preschoolers, Second Step® 
Social Emotional Learning Program and Second Step® Child Protection 
Unit. Every activity throughout the day provides an educational opportuni-
ty for a child in or out of the classroom, whether it is growth in relationship 
building, how a child perceives him/herself, the ability to sort and catego-
rize, set a table, pass food and pour milk, to share, recognize their name or 
letters, expand their vocabulary, or listen and follow directions. Much of 
this is achieved through play, the “work” of children. 
 
Head Start at Rocky Mountain Development Council, Inc. (Rocky) has 50+ 
years of experience and a dedicated staff working with 192 children and 
their families in the tri-county area (Lewis and Clark County, Broadwater 
County, and Jefferson County). In program year 2021-2022 the program 
celebrated its 54th year of existence in the tri-county area. The program 
operated a center-based option at nine sites that housed 13 classes. We 
provide free education to both families and staff. Head Start team members 
are also eligible to apply directly to Rocky Head Start for funding to sup-
port their college education. If you are interested in becoming a part of the 
Head Start family by having a child who is age three or four attend or by 
joining our team please call 406-457-7308 or email us at 
RMDC.Head.Start@rmdc.net . We are currently taking applications for the 
2022-2023 school year and have openings!  
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 Broadwater County History at One Website 

The Broadwater County Museum, Radersburg Historical Preservation and 

Preserve Broadwater History all share the same goal of preserving the his-

tory of Broadwater County and of making our county’s rich and colorful 

history available to everyone. 

At https://preservebroadwaterhistory.org you can find the combined web-

sites of all three organizations. The one website has three distinct sections 

for the different organizations; but all three are also interconnected to al-

low information to be accessible throughout the website. 

Learn about the authentic buffalo robe on display at the Broadwater Coun-

ty Museum; read about Radersburg being the county seat of Jefferson 

County; learn about the historic Johnson School House located on Hwy 

284 at Confederate Gulch. 

Read about our mining towns lost to time: Diamond City, Hassel and the 

colorfully named towns: Hog’em, Beat’em and Cheat’em.  The town of 

Canton swallowed by the creation of Canyon Ferry Lake.  Centerville de-

serted when the Northern Pacific Railroad created Townsend – 1 mile 

away. 

Winston once had a hotel that seated 200 people for meals; Lombard had a 

popular hotel accessible only by railroad until the first road was construct-

ed in 1930; Toston had 2 newspapers, a bank and a smelter. Learn about 

the history of these fascinating towns. 

Last April 27 Preserve Broadwater History, Radersburg Historical Preser-

vation Inc. and the Broadwater County History combined to sponsor and 

host a history field trip for the Townsend Schools 7th grade class – the class 

studying Montana history.  The students were given a presentation on 

Radersburg by Linda Huth – Broadwater County Curator, at the historic 

Radersburg School. They were then fed lunch provided by Preserve Broad-

water History. After lunch the students walked to the Methodist Church 

and had a short presentation by the Radersburg Historical Preservation on 

the Church. The trip finished with the students’ favorite – a trip to the 

Radersburg Cemetery.  
GET INVOLVED: 

Broadwater County Museum, Preserve Broadwater History and Radersburg 

Historical Preserveration Inc. are all non-profit organizations and welcome 

anyone that would like to become involved in learning about and preserv-

ing the history of Broadwater County.  

All donations to any of the organizations are fully tax deductible. 

To learn more about getting involved visit our website at 

https:\\preservebroadwaterhistory.org.  The website contains information 

about all three organizations and contact information for all three organiza-

tions. 

     

 

Broadwater Food Pantry 

The Broadwater Food Pantry is an all-volunteer organization which pro-

vides supplemental food assistance to residents of Broadwater County. The 

volunteers are from the local churches and community. The Food Pantry 

relies on local donations for food and operating funds. It is able to operate 

without regulation by State and Federal Food Bank Networks. No personal 

information leaves the food pantry.   

We welcome Daryl Blumhagen as our Board President. He was nom-
inated and elected at our June meeting. He will take over as presi-
dent effective July 1, 2022. We thank Don Peace for his years of ser-
vice as Board President.  
 
Look for our booth at the Fall Fest this October!  
 
Hours of Operation: 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturdays for distribution of food to 
clients 9:00-10:45am  
Fridays (before the open Saturdays) to accept donations from 3:00 to 
5:00pm  
 
Distribution outside of the normal hours is for emergencies and on an 
individual basis. Emergency food needs can be distributed by contacting 
one of the board members listed below.     

Location: 315 Broadway, Townsend 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1164, Townsend, MT 59644 
 
Contact Information: Karoline Nelson, Operations Manager 438-3981 
and Daryl Blumhagen, Board President 980-0800 
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Alliance Bible Church Eric Krueger erickruegercma@gmail.com 

American Foundation for Suicide Prevention Katie Levine klevine@afsp.org  

American Legion Auxiliary Broadwater Unit #42 Reba Johnson 42rebe@gmail.com 

American Legion Broadwater Post 42 Chris Wright Jr. theveteranshopp@gmail.com 

Association of Montana Turf, Ornamental, and Pest Professionals Trudie Southwick amtopp@amtopp.org  

Billings Clinic Broadwater (Formerly Broadwater Health Center) William Upthegrove upty@outlook.com 

Billings Clinic Broadwater Auxilliary Donna Harper vdoshowcase@yahoo.com  

Boy Scouts of America Josh Dutoit joshua.dutoit@scouting.org 

Broadwater Christmas Connection Bret Anderson bret.anderson77@yahoo.com 

Broadwater Community Foundation Carole Plymale carole.plymale@gmail.com 

Broadwater Community Health Foundation Kwinci Tatarka kktatarka@gmail.com 

Broadwater Community Library (School and Public) Angela Giono agiono@townsend.k12.mt.us 

Broadwater Community Theater Nancy Marks mtskydog@mt.net 

Broadwater Conservation District Katie Mumford katie.mumford@usda.gov 

Broadwater County 4H Council Karen Noyes jknoyes@MT.net 

Broadwater County Cattle Women Melanie Weyant broadwatercattlewomen@gmail.com 

Broadwater County Development Corporation John Hahn bcdc@mt.net 

Broadwater County Fair Board John Rauser rauserdurocs@msn.com  

Broadwater County Farm Bureau Chuck Plymale carole.plymale@gmail.com 

Broadwater County Public Health Teresa Monson tmonson@co.broadwater.mt.us 

Broadwater County Search & Rescue John Hedstrom hedstromautorepair@gmail.com  

Broadwater County Social Services Committee Jill Flynn jflynn@townsend.k12.mt.us 

Broadwater County Trust Board Steve McCullough broadwatertrust@gmail.com 

Broadwater County Victim Witness Advocate Brooke Dolan bdolan@co.broadwater.mt.us 

Broadwater County/City of Townsend Recreation Board Dr Adam Six broadwaterrecreation406@gmail.com 

Broadwater Educational Foundation Jackie Smith BroadwaterEdFoundation@gmail.com  

Broadwater FFA Jemma Loughery jloughery@townsend.k12.mt.us  

Broadwater FFA Alumi and Supporters Hugh Braaten hugh@bestsod.com 

Broadwater Food Pantry Don Peace cd2peace@mt.net 

Broadwater Historical Society & Museum Brian Kimpton bkimpton57@gmail.com  

Broadwater Mental Health Local Advisory Council Mary Ellen Schnur meventures@3riversdbs.net 

Broadwater News Tim Ravndal broadwaterrptr@mt.net  

Broadwater Rod and Gun Club Brad Peck debi.randolph@gmail.com 

Broadwater Rodeo and Fair Association Wynn Meehan broadwaterrodeo@gmail.com  

Broadwater Rural Fire District Ed Shindoll bcrfdfire@live.com;  

Broadwater Shrine Club Chuck McLane cegamclane2@gmail.com 

Broadwater-Missouri Water Users Daniel Davis bmwu@mt.net 

Bulldog Pups Preschool Jennifer Olinger teamolinger5@gmail.com 

Canton Church Restoration Inc.  Chris Wright  cwright12587@gmail.com 

Canton Valley Woman's Club Bonnie Berglund  

Canyon Ferry Physical Therapy Dr. Wanda Lambott canyonferrypt@mt.net 

Crimson Bluff's Chapter of Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation Bev Monigal bmonigal@gmail.com  

NON-PROFITS AND OTHER BENEFICIAL COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
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Deep Creek Cemetery Association of Broadwater County John Hahn hahnsupply@mt.net 

Elkhorn Community Fellowship Church Eric Crusch icrusch2003@yahoo.com 

Faith Baptist Church Mike Wenzel faithbaptisttownsend@gmail.com 

Girl Scouts of America Melissa Meissner melissagunderjohn@yahoo.com 

Helena Playable Playgrounds Stacy Sommer  playablepark@yahoo.com: 

Helping Hands Townsend Dee Gannon deedaleame@yahoo.com 

Holy Cross Catholic Church Father Cody Williams frcwilliams@holycrossmt.org 

Infinite Hope Counseling, LLC Jennifer Beatty jennifer@infinitehopellc.com 

Knights of Columbus Richard Majszak richard.majszak@gmail.com 

Missouri Valley Marketing Nicole Brown planning@co.broadwater.mt.us 

Motion and Mind Katherine Humphrey mnm3hab@gmail.com 

MSU Extension – Broadwater County Allison Kosto broadwater@montana.edu 

MT Business Assistance Connection Brian Obert bobert@mbac.biz     

MT Peer Network Melinda Holum Mholom@co.broadwater.Mt.us 

MT Youth Apprenticeship Partnership Program Kelly Creswell kcresswell@reachhighermontana.org 

Old Baldy Recreation Association (Old Baldy Golf Course) Kory Bakkum  

Pathfinder Childcare Amanda Hazlett  Amanda.Hazlett@myvillage.com;  

Radersburg Baptist Church Richard Summerlin  

Radersburg Cemetery Association Brandon Hossfeld  

Radersburg Historical Preservation Inc. Alan and Deb Smith alndeb1956@gmail.com;   

RMDC Homestead Manor Senior Apartments and Townsend Housing Julie Densmore jdensmore@rmdc.net 

Rocky Mountain Breeders Association (RMBA) Jan Finn 2684hwy284@gmail.com;   

Rocky Mountain Development Council (RMDC) Samara Lynde slynde@rmdc.net;   

Rocky Mountain Development Council, Head Start Ashley Pena-Larsen apena@rmdc.net;   

Rocky Mountain Development Council-Area IV Agency on Aging,    
Montana Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) Michele Mathot mmathot@rmdc.net 

Rotary Club of Townsend Jeff Langlinais jclangl@yahoo.com;   

Ryland KM Foote Memorial Fund dba Fun For Life  Nancy Marks mtskydog@mt.net 
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Sapphire Behavioral Health LaReissa Swenson lswensonsbh@outlook.com 

Sarah Holland Daycare Sarah Holland hollandbigsky@q.com 

Serenity Point Assisted Living Heather LaCotta heather@serenitypointliving.com 

Set Free Christian Fellowship Townsend, Inc. Bill Bergstad bbergstad@gmail.com 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church Daryl Blumhagen dumb@mt.net 

Shoot for the Cure Montana Mary Huth-Al Bodle bodlehuth@gmail.com 

Silver Sage Counseling Teddy Lewis teddylewis65@yahoo.com 

Silver Springs Assisted Living 
Jason George or      
Tiffany Rauser silverspringsassistedliving@gmail.com 

Songbird Pediatric Speech Therapy Julie Swanson   

St. Peter's Townsend Clinic Todd Wampler MD townsendclinic@sphealth.org 

STOKE: Science,Technology,Outdoors,Knowledge,Entrepreneurship Tina Homann albertinahomann@gmail.com 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Aaron Christensen aaronchristensen406@gmail.com 

The Friendship Center Gina Boesdorfer gina.b@thefriendshipcenter.org 

The Learning Place Chelsea Rauser chelsearauser@gmail.com 

The Lodge of Townsend Tina Homann townsendmtlodge@gmail.com 

Thrivent Financial Sarah Hamlen sarah.hamlen@thrivent.com 

Townsend Area Chamber of Commerce Jessica Underwood townsend43chamber@gmail.com 

Townsend Booster Club Natalie Horne townsendboosterclub@gmail.com 

Townsend Broadwater County Lions Club Richard Heida iimimby@gmail.com 

Townsend Farmer's Market Chris Hettinger chris59644@gmail.com 

Townsend Fast Pitch Erin Fryer townsendfastpitch@gmail.com 

Townsend Garden Club & Study Marilyn Lane racing26@mt.net 

Townsend Little Guy Wrestling John O'Dell jodell@townsend.k12.mt.us 

Townsend Ministerial Association Daniel Viehland pastorviehland@gmail.com 

Townsend Recreation Activity Center Eric Krueger erickruegercma@gmail.com 

Townsend Riders Horse Club James Domino jpdomino406@gmail.com 

Townsend School Board Jason Noyes jknoyes@mt.net 

Townsend School District #1 Susie Hedalen, Supt shedalen@townsend.k12.mt.us 

Townsend Senior Club Carol Anderson   

Townsend Seventh Day Adventist Church Craig Vietz cargo3b@yahoo.com 

Townsend Skating Rink, LLC Joe Horne natjoehorne@gmail.com 

Townsend Tree Board Patrick Plantenberg m2andp2@mt.net 

Townsend United Methodist Church Rev. Daniel Viehland pastorviehland@gmail.com 

Townsend Wrestling John O'Dell jodell@townsend.k12.mt.us 

Trailhead Christian Fellowship Church Mark and Beth Roelofs markbeth10@hotmail.com 

Trauma Informed Advocates LaReissa Swenson   

United Way of the Lewis and Clark Area Emily McVey Emily@unitedwaylca.org 

Vet2Vet Lowen Nunn nunnlowen@gmail.com 

Walleyes Unlimited of Montana, Upper Missouri River Chapter Troy Warburton umrcwalleyepresident@gmail.com 
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